( Simple and Quick Ideas for Rectangular Scarves  (
A short list of ideas from Basinah’s Bedouin Bazaar ( basinahbazaar@yahoo.com  (  www.basinah.com
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Wrap/knot (Figure 1)
--Use a simple square knot tied in front to accent an open collar (tuck the ends inside the shirt or leave them flowing for effect).  With a scoop necked shirt, try tying in a square knot and sliding it to one side, letting ends flow freely.  Pin on a brooch for added interest or bring loose ends toward back and tuck them under.
The Drape

--Drape a scarf loosely to jazz up a plain shirt or dress. Start with one end of a rectangle scarf draping just below breast-level.  Bring scarf behind neck and around the front, gently tossing the loose end up and over the shoulder.  Adjust ends so front and back are about the same length.   Accent with a brooch or pin if desired.   Depending on the scarf, you may find that exposing the scarf’s underside by twisting it loosely once or twice as you pass it past the front of your neck adds color and variety.
Simple “U” (Figure 2)
--Fold scarf in half length-wise (it will make a sort of “U” shape).  Place folded scarf around neck; make sure ends are equal.  Gently pull loose ends through “U” and tighten as desired

Advanced “U” (especially nice for scarves with lots of color              variety).  Fold scarf in half length-wise (it will make a sort of “U” shape).  Place folded scarf around neck; make sure ends are equal.  Gently pull ONE of the loose ends through the “U”.  Bring remaining loose end UNDER the “U,” then back up and through the “U” to form a loose knot.  Tighten as desired

Cowl 
--Fold scarf into thirds lengthwise (giving you a very long, thin rectangle).  Place the center of the scarf in the center of your front between neck and chest.  Drape each end over the corresponding shoulder so that long ends hang freely down your back. Adjust as needed.  Attach one side with a brooch if desired.
Double Drape/Jabot (figure 3)
--Place the center of the scarf at the front center of your neck.  Wrap long ends around back of your neck (crossing them in the back), then bring them back to the front (so the end that started by facing back over your right shoulder will come to the front over your left shoulder and vice verse).  Let the two ends drape down in front for the Double Drape.  For the jabot, tie ends into a loose knot at base of throat, fluffing out ends when finished.  Tuck into open shirt neck if desired.

Necktie

--Tie a rectangular scarf just as you would a necktie.  Adjust as necessary (making it as loose or tight as you’d like).  Adds a feminine touch to a male classic!  
Hatband

--Tie a rectangular scarf around the brim of a favorite hat.  Fasten in back and let ends hand long or wrap them around the hat’s  brim again, tucking in the ends.  Add a brooch or pin as an accent.

Belt
--Run the scarf through the belt loops on a favorite pair of pants just as you would a belt.  Tie in a square knot.  Let ends dangle or, for less attention, continue threading through the loops after making the knot until entire scarf is safely tucked through a loop.

Hair wraps ~
The Basic
-Use as a head band.  Fold rectangular scarf thirds lengthwise (giving you a very long, thin rectangle).  Find center of scarf and place in center of forehead.  Tie ends in a loose knot behind head and slide scarf back until comfortable.

The Rope
--Place hand 8-10” from end of scarf; position that end behind your head.  Wrap scarf around head smoothly to form a headband.  When scarf has gone all the way around your head once, you are ready to make the rope.  Begin twisting the long, loose end of the scarf while passing it again around your head (laying it directly on top of the first layer).  Twist as you go all the way around, and join with initial loose end (behind your head) when finished.    
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